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raise his rents by the full amount of the rates charged.
Thus, most municipal electors, not paying local taxes in a
separate form, are not constantly reminded of the connec-
tion between public expenditure and personal costs; and
hence it happens that any outlay made for local purposes,
no matter how extravagant and unreasonable, which
brings to them some kind of advantage, is regarded as
pure gain. If the corporation resolves, quite unnecessa-
rily, to rebuild a town-hall, the resolution is of course ap-
proved by the majority. "It is good for trade, and it
costs us nothing," is the argument which passes vaguely
through their minds. If some one proposes to buy an
adjoining estate, and turn it into a public park, the work-
ing classes naturally give their support to the proposal;
for ornamented grounds cannot but be an advantage, and
though the rates may be increased, that will be no affair
of theirs. Thus necessarily arises a tendency to multiply
public agencies and increase public outlay. It becomes
an established policy with popularity-hunters, to advocate
new works to be executed by the town. Those who dis-
approve this course are in fear that their seats may be
jeopardized at the next election, should they make a vig-
orous opposition. And thus do these local administrations
inevitably lean towards abnormal developments.

N*o one can, we think, doubt, that were the rates lev-
ied directly on all electors, a check would be given to this
municipal communism. If each small occupier found that
every new work undertaken by the authorities, cost him
so many pence extra in the pound, he would begin to con
sider with himself, whether the advantage gained was
equivalent to the price paid; and would often reach a neg-
ative conclusion. It would become a question with him
whether, instead of letting the local government provide
him with certain remote advantages in return for certain
moneys, he might not himself purchase with such moneys